
A fundamental principle of the Bahá’i Faith

Oneness of Religion

The fundamental principle enunciated by Bahá'u'lláh, the followers of  His 
Faith firmly believe, is that religious truth is not absolute but relative, that 
Divine Revelation is a continuous and progressive process, that all the 
great religions of  the world are divine in origin, that their basic principles 
are in complete harmony, that their aims and purposes are one and the 
same, that their teachings are but facets of one truth, that their functions 
are complementary, that they differ only in the nonessential aspects of 
their doctrines, and that their missions represent successive stages in 
the spiritual evolution of human society.

Manifestations of God
All men have been created to carry forward an ever-advancing civilization.              
              Bahá’u’lláh
Throughout the ages, humanity’s spiritual, intellectual and moral capacities 
have been cultivated by the Founders of the great religions, among them 
Abraham, Krishna, Zoroaster, Moses, Buddha, Jesus Christ, Muhammad, 
and—in more recent times—the Báb and Bahá’u’lláh.

These Figures are not simply ordinary people with a greater knowledge 
than others. Rather they are Manifestations of God, Who have exerted an 
incomparable influence on the evolution of human society. While each of 
Them has a distinct individuality and a definite mission, the Manifestations 
of God all share in a single, divinely-ordained purpose—to “educate the 
souls of men, and refine the character of every living man…”

The Manifestation of God is the light-bringer of the world. Like the arrival of 
spring, His coming releases a fresh outpouring of spirit into creation and 
has a universal effect. When humanity has entered its “winter,” this new 
“sun” appears above the horizon. This process—in which the 
Manifestations of God have successively provided the guidance necessary 
for humanity’s social and spiritual evolution—is known as “progressive 
revelation.” If God were to be likened to the unapproachable sun, the 
source of  all light and life in our own solar system, then the Manifestations 
of God might be compared to mirrors that perfectly reflect the sun’s light in 
a form that human beings are capable of comprehending.

Since the purpose of all these divine “mirrors” is one and the same, no 
distinction should be made between Them. Bahá’u’lláh writes, “If thou wilt 
observe with discriminating eyes, thou wilt behold them all abiding in the 
same tabernacle, soaring in the same heaven, seated upon the same 
throne, uttering the same speech, and proclaiming the same Faith.” As the 
teachings of the Manifestations of God have guided the organization of 
society at ever higher levels of unity, the story of humanity has unfolded 
from the family to the tribe, through city state, to nation states.

That journey has today brought us to the threshold of our long-awaited 
coming of  age as a human race. Passing through different stages, we have 
collectively traversed our infancy and childhood. Around the world, human 
society is being reshaped, and the ultimate trend is clear: we are 
witnessing nothing less than the organization of human society as a 
planetary civilization, the last and highest stage in humanity's collective life 
on this planet.

These principles and 
laws, these firmly-
established and mighty 
systems, have proceeded 
from one Source and are 
the rays of one Light. That 
they differ one from 
another is to be attributed 
to the varying 
requirements of the ages 
in which they were 
promulgated.           Bahá’u’lláh
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The Purpose of Religion

Religion, writes Bahá’u’lláh, is “the chief instrument for the establishment of 
order in the world, and of tranquillity amongst its peoples.”

“[I]s not the object of every Revelation,” He asks, “to effect a transformation 
in the whole character of mankind, a transformation that shall manifest 
itself, both outwardly and inwardly, that shall affect both its inner life and 
external conditions?”

Following the coming of the Manifestation of God, extraordinary progress 
occurs in the world. Reaching to the roots of human motivation, His 
teachings awaken in whole populations capacities to contribute to the 
advancement of  civilization to an extent never before possible. They also 
inspire breathtaking achievements in all fields of human endeavour and 
elicit from His followers extraordinary qualities of heroism, self-sacrifice and 
self-discipline. Universal codes of law  and institutional systems are created 
that bind people together in ever larger and more complex societies. Thus
—as the driving force of the civilizing process and the primary agent of 
human development—religion has the power both to nurture moral 
character and profoundly influence social relationships.

The teachings that the successive Manifestations of God reveal to humanity 
are “endowed with such potency as can instill new life into every human 
frame.” Once accepted, these teachings can overturn old patterns of 
thought and contribute to new  understandings at the deepest levels of 
belief. But belief must be accompanied by a sincere effort to “translate that 
which is written into reality and action.”

By fully adopting and putting into practice the divine teachings, the true 
follower is led “to sincerity of intent, to high purpose, to purity and spotless 
honor, to surpassing kindness and compassion, to the keeping of their 
covenants when they have covenanted, to concern for the rights of others, 
to liberality, to justice in every aspect of life, to humanity and philanthropy, 
to valor and to unflagging efforts in the service of mankind.”

The separations and conflicts between people, carried out in the name of 
religion, are contrary to its true nature and purpose. “If religion becomes a 
cause of dislike, hatred and division, it were better to be without it, and to 
withdraw from such a religion would be a truly religious act,” said ‘Abdu’l-
Bahá. “Any religion which is not a cause of love and unity is no religion.”

An Unknowable God

Far be it from His glory that human pen or tongue should hint at His 
mystery...                                                                                       Bahá’u’lláh

God, the Creator of the universe, is all-knowing, all-loving and all-merciful. 
Just as the physical sun shines on the whole world, so the light of God is 
shed upon all Creation. “As the sun ripens the fruits of the earth, and gives 
life and warmth to all living beings, so shines the Sun of Truth on all souls, 
filling them with the fire of Divine love and understanding.”

It is impossible for any mortal mind to truly understand the reality of  God. 
Whatever is created can never comprehend or describe its creator. A table, 
for example, is incapable of understanding the craftsman who made it, even 
though his skills and attributes may be reflected in his creation. However 
broad or imaginative our concept of God may be, it will always necessarily 
be circumscribed by the limitations of the human mind. “That which we 
imagine, is not the Reality of God; He, the Unknowable, the Unthinkable, is 
far beyond the highest conception of man.”

Each kingdom of nature is incapable of understanding the level of existence 
higher than itself. A rock cannot imagine the growing power of  a plant; a 
tree is unable to understand the powers of sight, hearing, smell or 
movement possessed by an animal; and an animal will never attain the 
consciousness that distinguishes a human being. Similarly, human minds 
will never be able to grasp fully the operations of  the spiritual kingdom. “All 
superior kingdoms are incomprehensible to the inferior; how therefore could 
it be possible that the creature, man, should understand the almighty 
Creator of all?”

Bahá’u’lláh, the most recent of God’s Manifestations, teaches us that the 
signs of the existence of  God are everywhere: “Every created thing in the 
whole universe is but a door leading into His knowledge, a sign of His 
sovereignty, a revelation of His names, a symbol of His majesty, a token of 
His power, a means of admittance into His straight Path…” The beauty, 
richness, and diversity of  the natural world are thus all expressions of the 
attributes of  God. “If we wish to come in touch with the reality of Divinity, we 
do so by recognizing its phenomena, its attributes and traces, which are 
widespread in the universe.”

All things have been endowed with the capacity to reflect certain of God’s 
qualities. Human beings, however, have been invested with the power to 
potentially manifest all of  His attributes. “Thou art My lamp and My light is in 
thee. Get thou from it thy radiance and seek none other than Me.”
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